
1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meetings Update: The Society is still not sure when meetings 

will be able to restart in the library. Please keep checking the 

website and ask at the library for further information. Thank 

you for your continued support and do Stay safe. 

From The Birmingham Post Tuesday Feb.23 1965 

New Police Station 

A new £42,000 police station is to be opened at Biddulph, 

Staffordshire today by the Lord Lieutenant of Staffordshire - Col. 

H. Wallace-Copland. It is the third to be completed in Staffordshire 

since the Second World War 

TUNSTALL – From the Staffordshire Advertiser. Sat. Feb.24th 1866. 

DEPREDATIONS AT BIDDULPH - Last week several prisoners were remanded 

on two charges of burglary at Biddulph, and to this list has now to be added one 

for housebreaking. In the first case James Hulme and William Shaw were 

charged with burglariously breaking into the house of Charles Brown, a collier, 

at Biddulph, and stealing a gun and numerous articles of male and female 

wearing apparel; and Hannah Hall, Elisabeth Sampson, and Samuel Ingram the 

three latter being from Macclesfield, with feloniously receiving the same. The 

prosecutor’s house was broken into on the morning of the 10th at February, and 

a variety of property was stolen. And on the day of the robbery the prisoners 

were proved by a host of witnesses to have been dealing with the articles - both 

by selling and pawning them at Macclesfield. The five prisoners were 

committed for trial at the Assizes. —In a second charge, James Hulme and 

William Slaw were charged with a burglary at the house of John Biddulph, a 

farmer, at Biddulph, on the 1st inst., and stealing a gun. They were also 

committed on that charge. —In a third case the prisoners were charged with 
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breaking into the house of Aaron Bailey, a labourer at Biddulph Moor, in the 

day time of the 31st January, and stealing a quantity of wearing apparel 

therefrom. This house has been entered by the rogues taking out some 

brickwork from round a window at the end of the house. They were committed 

for trial on this charge also. Mr. Salt appeared for the prosecution in all three 

cases. 

100 Years ago this year:- 

It was in 1921 that Robert Heath Jr, the industrialist, generously 

offered his family home –Biddulph Grange to the North 

Staffordshire Cripples’ Society for conversion to a hospital. (Heath 

had already sold off farms and woodland and had gone to live in 

Barlaston.)…..So began its slow progression to its hospital history. 

The North Staffordshire Cripples’ Aid Society had been founded 

by Millicent, the Duchess of Sutherland and resident at the 

Trentham Estate. She had established the Society at the turn of 

the C20th. However her personal involvement with them ended 

with the outbreak of the War in 1914, (but Millie continued to 

support the Society for the rest of her life.) The Society hesitated  

 

The first Matron of the Grange – Matron 

Rochelle (later Matron (Mrs) Titley M.B.E.) 

She was in post from 1928 – 1951. Here she 

is on a ward in 1947. 
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in accepting Heath’s offer at first because of the costs involved in 

the conversion, but in 1922/23 Heath conveyed the house and the 

land to the Trustees of the Staffordshire Orthopaedic Hospital and 

the new hospital was opened by the Prince of Wales in June 1924. 

The conversion from private residence to hospital came at a cost 

of £27,000 and was funded mainly by public donations. 

Unfortunately not long after it was officially opened in 1924, it 

was in financial difficulties and closed within a year, its future 

uncertain. 

However in April 1928 it was bought by Lancashire Education 

Committee as a hospital for disabled children, and so began its 

ground-breaking history as an orthopaedic hospital with the 

involvement of the eminent surgeon, Sir Harry Platt. 

Also 100 years ago: 

 

The Heath Wedding held in 1921. (Mr Heath is on the far right.)  
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From The Staffordshire Weekly Sentinel -Saturday July 16
th

 1921. 

The Marriage of Mr H.D. Crewdson & Miss Laura Heath at 

Biddulph. 

“An interesting group taken at the wedding of Mr. H. D.Crewdson 

and Miss Laura Heath, second daughter of Mr. Robert Heath, J.P. at 

Biddulph on Thursday. 

It includes (reading from left to right): Archdeacon Graham, Mr. 

A.Crewdson (father of the bridegroom) the bride and bridegroom, 

Mr. Reid Walker jun. (best man) Mr. R. Heath and Masters David & 

Hassall Gardner (nephews of the bride), who were pages.” 

The groom was from Alderley Edge. The wedding was described by 

the Sentinel as ‘a picturesque ceremony’ and ‘fashionable’. A flag 

was flying from the church tower and the bells commenced to ring 

shortly after noon. An awning of ‘white with green draperies’ had 

been erected from the road to the church door. The interior of the 

church was ‘lavishly decorated’. The service was conducted by the 

Rev. Cowburn and the actual marriage ceremony by Archdeacon 

Graham who was a friend of the family. 

The bride ‘looked exceedingly charming in a dress of deep ivory satin 

draped with old Brussel lace lent to her by her cousin, Miss Hobbs. 

The bride also wore a Brussels veil to match – also lent by Miss 

Hobbs and carried a sheaf of delphiniums.’ The bride did not have 

bridesmaids and was instead attended by her two nephews who 

looked ‘neat and becoming in delphinium blue linen suits.’ 

The reception was held at Biddulph Grange and the couple left for a 

motoring honeymoon in Scotland. It was also noted that the choir 

members and bell ringers were ably catered for by Brandreths of 

Biddulph.  

And nearly 100 years ago. -Biddulph Male Voice Choir:- (99 Years old.)   

The Choir was formed in 1922 by local brothers Ed & Tom 

Roberts.  From its inception the choir has had a reputation for 

choral excellence and has raised thousands of pounds for 
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charities both at home and abroad. The choir’s present Music 

Director is Anthony Marks who is assisted by experienced 

principal accompanist Wendy Brown and accompanist 

Kornelia Danek. Wendy is a relative of one of the original 

founder members of the choir.  

 

Above: The Wedding of John 

Buxton and Hannah Shallcross in 

1921 taken outside Yew Tree 

House, Biddulph. 

Left, an advert from Pointon’s 

Nurseries from the 1920s. 

 

St Lawrence’s Church in June 

1921. 

The memorial at the junction of 

Congleton Road and John Street 

was the second memorial 

dedicated to the fallen of the First 

World War to be erected in 

Biddulph. The first memorial was 
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built in the parish churchyard of St Lawrence’s Church in June 

1921. The proposal for a second memorial to be erected within the 

town itself met with controversy as some thought having two 

memorials unnecessary. Despite this opposition, the plans went 

ahead and the second memorial was unveiled by Corporal J. J. 

Gibson on 29 April 1922. 

 

The Co-op Academy Stoke-on-Trent 
(formerly Brownhills High School. Founded 1921.) 

The School has served the community in Tunstall for a hundred 
years. First opening in 1921 as Tunstall High School for Girls, the 
school was housed in the Victoria Buildings in Tunstall. In 1929 
the school moved to the current site, where for many years there 
had stood an impressive mansion called Brownhills Hall (This can 
be seen standing alongside the school building in the photograph 
below.) The hall was demolished in the 1950s. The school 
continued through as a Girls’ School and later a comprehensive 
high school. 
In 2010 the school became an academy and was sponsored by the 
Co-op Group.  As part of the government’s Building Schools for the 
Future (BSF) project a new building was to be built on the existing 
site in 2012. 

Below left: Early photograph of the school site complete with 
the hall. Below right: the front of the School in the 1960s. 
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From Stephanie Parker. 

“A friend of mine works for a charity called Green Door on Westport 
Lake.  They have a long standing relationship with Mervyn Edwards 
who does a number of historical walks and talks in the Stoke-on -
Trent and surrounding area.  Their latest joint venture, due to the 
lockdown is to produce the history walks/talks as a DVD/Blu-
Ray.  They are a now selling these for £5.00 for DVD or £8 for the 2 
disc version. I was wondering if you would like to let your members 

know about these. 

They can be purchased through the 
Green Door FaceBook page or email 
julian@green-door.org.uk for orders or 
more details. There will be more walks 
planned for 2021.” 

 

From: Roland Machin. 
Two Colourful Characters from Pool Fold:  Tom Walley and 

Tom Billinge. 

“Having lived most of my life next door to The Mill House and old 

Corn Mill in Grange Road I was very interested to read Joan Walley’s 

and John Sherratt’s childhood recollections of the occupants of The 

Mill House. 

Firstly, to clarify: Tom Walley and Tom Billinge were of course two 

quite different people, there is also James Thomas Walley (son of 

Tom Walley) to account for. 

Tom Walley was the last miller of the Biddulph Corn Mill that was 

built in 1715 and ceased working around 1932. Herein lies the 

beginnings of the sad story. The mill failed because of the growing 

demand for white flour and it only produced stone ground flour. In 

the early 1930s the likes of Rank, Hovis, McDougal began importing 

mailto:email%20julian@green-door.org.uk
mailto:email%20julian@green-door.org.uk
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their own white flour from Canada and America via Liverpool. The 

Mill fell into disuse and the mill pool quickly silted. 

  

James Thomas Walley (son) also known as Tom was employed as a 

clerk at the London Road Station, Manchester. He died by his own 

hand on 23rd December 1939. The subsequent inquest noted that his 

post on the railway was about to be transferred meaning that he 

would have to leave Biddulph and his childhood home. The death of 

his father Tom senior, the miller, also occurred in 1939 and was 

almost certainly a contributory factor to the suicide. 

 

 

Tom Billinge 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Right: 

Thomas Walley at 

his home “Mill 

House” 

Left: Tom Billinge playing 

his home made fiddle. 

(Thanks to John Woolley 

for allowing us to use 

this wonderful 

photograph.) Colourised 

by Mark Pimblet. 
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In 1939 Tom Billinge was living at Park Head Farm, Newtown, and 

was to move to Mill House some time after this date. He was mainly 

employed by Biddulph Council because of his skills and knowledge in 

water divining and his ability to multi task, (as they say today.) He 

also drove the steam roller. Therein lies another story within living 

memory of growing up in Pool Fold, leading to further research and 

another article in the future. “ 

PS Does anyone have an image of the Biddulph steam roller that I 

believe was manufactured by Greens and became the property of 

Staffordshire County Council when BUDC ceased to exist?  

 
  

 

 

The Mill House on Grange 
Road. 
  
  

 

 

From Bill Ridgway: 

Bill Ridgway has not been 

idle in the ‘lock down.’ He has continued to write and has produced 

a 1 Act play about the Life of George Barber – the former Mayor 

and cinema owner. He hopes this can be presented in 2021. He is 

now working on a play about Clarice Cliff, another notable local 

person. He has also sent the following for the interest of Society 

members. 

Below are 2 letters; one about Dick Oakes and one to him.  Dick 

Oakes, was a local man serving as a soldier during the 2nd WW. 
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Letter 1: Army form B 104 -83A was posted to Bessie, (Dick’s wife) 

from the R.A. Record and Pay Office on July 20th 1942. 

Madam, 

I have to inform you that a report has been received from the War 

office to the effect that no. 976281; (Rank) Gnr/Dvr; 

(Regiment) Royal Artillery is a Prisoner of War in Italian hands, 

date and camp not yet reported. 

Should any other information be received concerning him, such 

information will be at once communicated to you. 

Instructions as to the method of communicating with Prisoners of 

War will be obtained at any Post Office. 

I am Madam, 

Your Obedient Servant 

(Name illegible) 

Officer in charge of records. 

Letter 2: The letter from Dick’s wife Bessie, after learning that he is 

now a P.O.W. after being injured in the Battle of Tobruk. 

                                                                             From: Mrs L.Oakes 

                                                                                          17 Brown Lees Rd 

                                                                                          Brown Lees  

                                                                                          Stoke-on-Trent 

                                                                                          Staffs. England.  

August 2nd 1942 

My Dearest Sweetheart, 

I don’t have to tell you how happy and relieved I am to get your 

letter. It upset me terribly when I heard that you were missing, 

but now I can forget all that and thank God you are safe again. I’m 

sorry to hear about your arm and leg, and I hope they are both ok 

again by the time you get this... Don’t worry about losing the 
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wallet and other things, darling, you are safe and that’s all that 

matters to me. I don’t know all the rules about writing to you yet, 

but I know we’re not allowed to write much. Still, I’ll write as 

often as possible. Please let me know of anything you want, and 

I’ll let you have a parcel. Mother and all the family are keeping 

alright, so don’t worry about us, and take care of yourself for me. 

Well darling, I’ll have to say goodbye for a short while. God bless 

you and look after you. Remember I’m forever your own loving 

wife.  

Bessie. 

How to Order Society Publications. (Check the BDGHS website.) 

Printed Books: If you would like to buy a printed copy of a book then 
please email the Secretary at djouthwaite@hotmail.com. Give the code 
letters and /or title of the book and the Secretary will contact you with a 
cost of postage. Once this has been agreed the book will be posted to 
you. 

Adobe PDF Books: Nearly all our books have been converted to Adobe 
PDF files and can be emailed to you directly. There is a list of all the 
books which you can download as a MS Word document here: List of 
PDF Books. Please note: you can print copies of the PDF book but will 
not be able to edit them. 

Do you have any interesting ancestors? Would you like to share 
your stories? 

Please contact either: Madelaine or Elaine. 

madelainelovatt@hotmail.com or e_heathcote@yahoo.com 

My Book is still available to buy: “The Hospital Where Everyone 

Smiles.” It is an account of Biddulph Grange when it was an 

orthopaedic hospital (from 1922 – 1991.) For info contact: 

geouthwaite@hotmail.co.uk 

Last word: Thanks to the BDHGS committee for letting me compile 

this month’s newsletter….from guest editor: Geraldine Outhwaite. 

http://www.bdghs.org.uk/Documents/PDFBooks.docx
http://www.bdghs.org.uk/Documents/PDFBooks.docx
mailto:e_heathcote@yahoo.com

